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Special to The New York Times 
' NORBORNE, Mo., Aug. 1— 
The number of private gin clubs 
‘in the United States has doubled 
In the last few years. Onc 
sroup that has made a contribu-! 
‘tion to the proliferation is the| 
Imilitantly anti-Communist Min- 
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| He said that” “intelligence” 
operations were as important as 


Minutemen Help Spur the G rowth of Gun C Lrgbg' operations wore as important as 


‘program and that 600 peri- 


Growing Arsenal odicals were read regularly as 


Headof Anti-CommunistGroup: tn Missouri, he said, citizens an aid in spotting suspects and 


. .  |ihave no trouble getting the:building the files. 
Says They Join io Gain ‘necessary purchase permit at; Why not leave such sur- 
: te sheriff's olfice except injveillance to the Federal Bureau 
Access to Rifle Range = | Kansas City and Sty Louis,lof Investigation? “No  law- 
: hwhere crime rates are higher, |enforcement agency,” Mr. de 
U.S. Provides Weapons h OSL Pane simply cross the Fuge ate Pian ae age the 
ener _,:state’ border to Tllinois and|people all the time. e basic 
Some, the Norborne chemist ansas Citians. to Kansas, hejduty of patriotic American cit- 


‘still available in or. near cities‘ Other clubs have been formed 


tered here. nition free from the Depart- 
- Robert B. de Pugh, nationaliment of Defense, This is pos-| 
coordinator of the right-wing'tsibie through a Federal program 
group, said in an interview thatilittie known outside circles of 
it was “a common tactic’ for;gun enthusiasts. | 
minutemen, never disclosing! The program was started in! 
\their affiliation, to organize or; 1903 to promote skill in use 
join gun clubs in order to gainiof firearms for the benefit of 
access to rifle ranges for target/the armed forces in case of! 
practice. mobilization. i 
.Each Minuteman is under in-| Under it, the Arm)’s directory 
structions to fire at least 500!of civilian marksmenuship lends 
rounds o£ ammunition a yearlrifles and gives anenimition to: 
to maintain proficiency as alvifle clubs: affiliated with the! 
marksman. Minutemen believe! National Rifle Association. 

the United States will be sub-} Thousands of Minutemen 


utemen organization, headquar-|said, get weapons and ammu-:. 


‘annually. 


jugated by Communism by 1973 have joined the association, Mr, 


Jand as patriots they must belde Pugh said, partly because 


prepared to resist as guerrillas| their dues support the associa-} 
in “an effort to restore'.con-;tion’s campaizn. against pas-| 
‘stilutional government.” Sage by states of legislation 
Hinting a place to shoot isirestricting possession and use 
no problem around Norborne, a: of firearms. ; 
town of 950 population and sev-} Membership qn the association 
eral cornfields, but it can be ajhas doubled in the last four 
problem in more densely settled! years, It now stands at: 650,000. 
places, Mr. de Pugh said gum) Affiliated = gun clubs have 
clubs were being formed rapid-|doubled in number in the same 
ly in order to lease and reserve’ period, to 11,500. More than half 
land for ranges while land was:imake use of the Army program. 


The Minutemen, organized injoutside the association. - 
small bands throughout the na-; Mr. de Pugh, a “lifetime” 
tion, also train in the country-;member of the association, said 
side at night for the role they|;Minutemen accounted for only 
believe they will soon have. .a “small part’ of the increase 
“Mor, de Pugh, a 41-year-old:in membership. |. - 
drug manufacturer, founder of! He said Minutemen did not 
the three-year-old organization.irely on the Army's program, 
‘says there are more than 25,-,because the rifles are subject. 
i000 Minutemen now. They are,jto recall in case of war or other 
he says, “the most dedicated.:cmegency, 
most active and best disciplined; Members have no trouble buy- 
American organization in the/ing all the guns and amnumi- 
fight to preserve our constitu-|tivn they want, he added. 
(tional republic.” Several states require permits 


‘survival’ equipment, . regitiated possession by periodic 
js bbe y 
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amounted to “confiscation by 
legislation.” . 1 


gach supplies his own rifle,}to lay guns, but the Missourian Minutemen were watching. Two 
shotgun, sidearms and: other|said only New York further nionths ago, he said in the hook 


said, and buy guns without per-lizens is to be vigilant to pro-, 
miis, _ |tect his country in every’ way 
‘Che arsenal in the hands ofshe can.” 
civilians has been growing rap- A recently issued Minutc-; 
idly. It is now estimated by men booklet casts doubt on the, 
the National Rifle Association loyalty. of a wide range of» 
at a billion pistols, rifles and elected officials. 
shotguns and soveral billion’ “What do you really know 
rounds of ammunition, . ‘about, the State Senator or State. 
A million mail-order guns, Representatve from your dis- 
stich as thé one bought hy Led trict?” it asks. “Could any of 
: ;these men have been indoctri- 


Harvey Oswald, the accused : ? é 
assassin of President Kennedy,"ted in Communist ideology 
are sold in the United Stated@t some time in thelr career 
‘or past education?” 

Mr, de Pugh contended that, “There are several men who: 
efforts to require registration ze “now known Communists 


and other restrictive firearms Who once served as U. 8. Sen- 
legislation were being Iced by2Ors OF Representatives and 
Communists hecause after they!Were in all probability Come 
“take over” the United States,(munists all the time. . 
he said, the registration lists Representative Gonzales said 
would alert them as to whom|the Minutemen had published, 
to disarm. - i “3 thinly veiled threat” against| 
However, some Conpvessmen him and some colleagues who: 
doubt whether all civilians/Voted against increasing an ap-| 
should be trusted with the un-Propriation for the House Com-, 
‘mittee on Un-American more 


regulated use of arms. at 
Representative Henry B. Gon- tics. oo 
zales, Democrat of Texas, has: Weapons Seized 
noled that On Target, the Min- Others have expressed concern, 
uLeman newsletter edited by Mr. about some of the uses to which} 
de Pugh, recently warned “Com- Minutemen have; put weapons.’ 
munists and fellow travelers’;When Mr. de Pugh conducted! 
that “only their leaders” re-ja class in guerrilla warfare in: 
strained patriots who had/Shiloh, Ill, three years ago,| 
lcarned to hit sparrows at 200/shcriff’s deputies seized more! 
yards with a target rifle. tars and machineguns as _ well: 
The newsletter told “traitors"las rifles, Richard Lauchll, a 
to *bewure” because “even now]Minutemen leader from Collins- 
cross-hairs are on the backs offville, Ill., was arrested. : 
your necks.” . Last May Mr. Latuchii was! 
Pro-Conmunists Listed farrested .again, this time near! 
ie de Wel sald nis oneant Clinton, HlL., by Federal agents, 
Mr. de Mush sald his organi-| nosing as arms buyers for Cu-! 
vation hac Liles listing 67,000)hay revolutionaries secking to 
“oro-Comimtunists’ whom the! overthrew the Castro regime: 
They scized a truckload af. 
bombs and automatic weapons.’ 
4 - Mr. Lauchli is free on $20,000 
TROND SORE: 4636. de Pugh says he is. 
those of six other “oonserva-|"°W ener: Seen. : 
live” organizations. 


lined office of his Biolub Cor- 
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